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Value of exports to new EU member states 
before and after the 2004 enlargement

Before 2004

In 2003, Italy's overall trade balance with the new member countries was positive, amounting to 6,329 million euros, while 
the balance with the EU-15 countries was negative, amounting to 8,138 million euros. The segmentation by economic sectors 
of Italy's trade balance with the new member countries shows that the sectors contributing the most to the surplus are:

Machinery and mechanical appliances (2,720 million euros),
Electrical and precision instruments (681 million euros),
Refined petroleum products (588 million euros),
Metals and metal products (557 million euros),
Textile and clothing industry products (513 million euros).

In 2004, Italy's GDP per capita was 31,317.20
dollars. From 2001 to 2010, this figure
continuously grew (2001: 20.000 – 2010: 40.000
dollars), following the same growth trend as the
GDP per capita of France and Germany, which,
however, recorded slightly higher numbers.

IMPACTS OF THE 2004 EU
ENLARGEMENT ON ITALY

GDP per capita of Italy

Growth of some of the biggest companies after 2004 enlargement (due to expansion to new markets)

In 2017-2019, Italy's exports of goods and services accounted for more
than 30% of GDP. The development was influenced by several major
events: the first oil crisis (1973), the second oil crisis (1979), the dollar and
oil prices fall (1980s), establishment of the Economic and Monetary
Union (1992), oil price rises (2000s), the great recession (2007-2009),
covid-19 pandemic (2020-2022) and the gas crisis (2022).

Change in the share of exports of goods
and services as % of the GDP

In 2003, trade between Italy and the new 10 member countries amounted to 3.6% of imports (up from
3% in 1999) and 6% of exports (up from 5.7% in 1999), showing an increase, although the figures were 
still lower than Italy's trade with Germany (which was the Italy's number one trade partner in 2003). 
In particular, the analysis conducted between Italy and each country shows:

Poland's total imports increased from 0.8% to 1%, and exports grew from 1.6% to 1.8%;
Hungary's import remained stable at 0.7%, while its export increased from 0.8% to 1.1%;
The Czech Republic's imports grew from 0.4% to 0.6%, and exports increased from 0.6% to 1%.

Although the data related to Italy's exports to the new member countries represents only 6% of total exports, it contributes to improving
Italy's performance within the European Union: considering the EU-25 area, the decline in Italian exports is moderated (from -4.6% 
to the EU-15 area to -3.6% to the EU-25 area).



After 2004
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ITALIAN EXPORTS TODAY to Countries that Joined the EU in 2004 (total in million euros):

In 2022, there were 4,159,880 known
foreign citizens in Italy, of which
87.3% are active workers, and 20.7%
(i.e., 861,041 workers) come from EU
member countries that are not part of
the "EU-15" (so-called old EU member
states). Out of these citizens, 17% are
Romanians.

Labour - Evolution of labour force 
coming from new EU member states
Number of foreigners by year and area of origin

Number of cross-border commuter workers

In 2006, the daily number of people crossing the border between Italy and Slovenia for work purposes
was around 9,000. In addition to agriculture and tourism, most Slovenians working in Italy are employed
in the construction sector and in services such as trade, communication, and transport.
 

Currently, there are at least 15,000 cross-border workers who commute daily from Slovenia to Italy.
However, bilateral relations between the two countries are still based on an agreement signed in 2010,
which does not take into account the specificities of this phenomenon. For this reason, Slovenian trade
unions are calling for a revision of the agreement.



Foreign direct investments (FDIs)

In Italy, foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows between 1998 and 2003 averaged 11 billion dollars, with 16 billion dollars in 2003,
ranking ninth in the world in that year. Instead, for outward foreign direct investment, Italy recorded 13 billion dollars in the 1998-
2003 period, with 9 billion dollars in 2003, placing it thirteenth in the global ranking for that year. Today, Italy is one of the
European countries with the highest number of FDIs, with 727 in 2023, marking a 12% increase compared to 2022

Italy’s inward direct investment by immediate counterpart country and instruments: positions (EUR millions)

Italy’s outward direct investment by immediate counterpart country and instrument: positions (EUR millions)

Cross border cooperation

Number of projects
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Number of students
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Based on data from 2004, it is noted that students coming from the Balkan and Central-Eastern
Europe now represent 40% of the total number of foreign students.

For the academic year 2004-2005, among the European countries outside the original 15 EU
members (noting that the EU now has 25 member states, not 15), three countries had more than
1,000 students: Romania (with a significant increase), Poland, and Croatia (the latter with a slight
decrease). The number of students from Serbia-Montenegro, Bulgaria, Ukraine, and Russia also
increased significantly.

Foreign students

Most of the time, Italy and others member states voted in favour of adopting the legislative acts. According to the European Council
database about voting results, there are a few cases in which only Italy voted against, and other cases in which Italy and a few other
member states from 2004 enlargement voted together against the acts. These cases are as follows:

Cooperation and coalitions on the EU level

Analysis of Erasmus students choosing Italy
(reference period 2014-2016): there were 96,219,
making Italy the 5th most chosen destination
(after Spain, Germany, the United Kingdom, and
France). When broken down by country of origin, the
following results were recorded:

Voting results


